
�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�
�
�

���������	
���
�
�����

���������
��
��
�����
���������
���


��������	��
���
�����	�������������
��	���������
����������


�

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
������������
������������	
���������
�����������
����������������������������		
�
��	������������	����	
��������������������������	��
���� ��!�������"����������������#	���	�$�%�	�
�����&����'�(��%��	��	��������������� �
�!����" 
�����#$%%&��
�$��)����������������$�����*���%�������+���������������,����-'����������������.���
�'���#���
�����������	�������
$�%�	�
�����-'�����'������'��������/���������������������������������
��

�



���������

���

 ����
����� �!"�

�������'
���'
	�����
 0��1

(
��)�����!�*��'
���'
	�����
 0��2

-����)��������.�'���' 0��2

-���
��3�4�����	�)��� 0��2

,�����)����'��3����4�������� 0��5

+���	��-����3�6�����)���'� 0��2

������)��� 0��2

������������)���'� 0��7

������8�����	�������
����
)������������1��
��'��������������'������������'����������������������

�����������������		�����������������
��%���������
�����

Table 1. Impact of a widening of bird-bird flu 
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Table 2 Possible economic impacts of flu pandemic

Figure 1.  Efforts to avoid infection give rise to 
most of the costs during a pandemic
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Table 3. A breakdown of economic impacts of a potential pandemic 
  Impact of:   

  
Mortality 

(a) 
Illness and 

Absenteeism (b) 
Efforts to avoid 

infection (c) 
Total 

  
Total (d) 

 

  (% of GDP)  ($ billion) 

World total  -0.4 -0.9 -1.9 -3.1  2,012 

High income countries  -0.3 -0.9 -1.8 -3.0  1,393 

Low and middle income countries  -0.6 -0.9 -2.1 -3.6  -650 

East Asia and Pacific  -0.7 -0.7 -1.2 -2.6  -143 

Europe and Central Asia  -0.4 -0.7 -2.3 -3.4  -155 

Latin America and the Caribbean  -0.5 -0.9 -2.9 -4.4  -182 

Middle East and North Africa  -0.7 -1.2 -1.8 -3.7  -37 

South Asia  -0.6 -0.8 -2.2 -3.6  -70 

Sub Saharan Africa  -0.6 -0.9 -2.2 -3.7  -40 

Source: World Bank        
(a) Assumes a human flu pandemic similar to the 1958 Asian flu. Globally 1.08 percent of the world population dies, with regional mortallity rates varying from 0.3 
percent in the U.S. to more than 2 percent in some developing countries. 
(b) Assumes that for every person that dies 3 are seriously ill, requiring hospitalization for a week and absence from work for two weeks, 4 require medical 
treatment and are absent from work for a week and approximately 27 percent of the population has a mild bout of flu requiring two days absence from work. It 
assumes that in addition for every sick day another absentee day is registered either because people stay at home to care for a sick person or to avoid illness. 
(c) Efforts to avoid infection are modelled as a demand shock, reflecting reduced travel, restaurant dining, hotels, tourism and theatre as individuals seek to avoid 
contact with others. 

(d) Impact in 2009 in 2009 dollars. For example, $2.0 trillion shown is 3.1% of world GDP of $65 trillion. 
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Figure 2.  Developing Countries Suffer Largest Economic 
Losses from a Moderately Severe Pandemic
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